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Skill Set 
● Able to tell a 

good story
● Have excellent 

drawing skills - 
ability to adapt 
to a wide range 
of styles

● Have good 
computer 
literacy

● Be familiar with 
storyboarding, 
graphics and 
editing software

● Be able to work 
calmly and 
efficiently with 
tight deadlines

● Be able to work 
independently 
or with a team - 
flexibility

●  Be open minded

In other words, 
these skills will 
help you become 
a successful 
storyboard artist 
and have a good 
career. these are 
the types of skills 
that companies 
will be looking 
for in a person to 
hire



● Able to work 
quickly when 
needed

● Composition 
and 
presentation 
skills

● Entertaining 
acting ideas

● Photoshop 
experience - 
recommended

● Be open 
minded

Having these abilities and skills can allow 
you to overcome challenges and progress far 
in your career. you may even have to work on 
some on some of these skills, assuming you 
were not born with this skill set. There is 
always room for improvement. the more you 
stick with it the further you will go in your 
career as companies look for people with 
these skill sets.



Work station

This would be a good 
example of a storyboard 
artist at work. As you can 
see, she has a drawing 
tablet, things for 
references, drawings along 
her wall, and a book that is 
most likely telling the 
story she is drawing.



Tools that you would usually see a work 
storyboard artist’s workstation would be:

● Drawing tablet
● drawing materials; pens, paper, pencils, 

color pencils, erasers, and sometimes 
even a pc

● depending on whether the artist 
chooses to draw on a tablet or paper 
will determine if they will use a pc on 
not usually

As you can see, this 
artist has pencils, 
paper, and pieces of 
storyboard lined on 
the wall.



Here is another example of a 
storyboard artist at work and 
his workstation which consist 
of art supplies (pens, pencils, 
paints, papers, and drawings for 
references



Compensation

● Vary greatly based on 
experience, size and type of 
company, location, and other 
factors

● Based on reports and 
statistics, storyboard artists 
average around $55,000 per 
year. Some storyboarders are 
self employed

● According to the Bureau, 
median annual wages of 
salaried illustrators were 
$42,650 in May 2008.

$$



What’s hard to calculate the salary 
nationally, regionally, and locally is that 
storyboard artists are paid differently 
depending on the company. For example, 
some companies pay per slide and others 
pay per hour. Some storyboarders are also 
self employed which will change their 
salary dramasticly in either a negative or 
positive difference.



Description

What are storyboard artists and what do they do?

Storyboard artists is a profession specialized in creating 
storyboards for advertise and film productions.

They are able to visualize any stories using quick sketches on 
paper at any moment. Quick pencil drawings and marker 
renderings are two of the most common traditional techniques 
though nowadays photoshop and flash, along with other 
programs, are gradually becoming more used and popular over 
time.

They are also known as an illustrator or visualizer. They are 
typically hired by art directors and film directors and they 
usually have tight deadlines.



This is a perfect 
example of what a 
storyboard artist’s work 
would generally look 
like. Some artists have 
different styles but 
they generally all 
have similar 
categorization. 

(In other words, some 
just have a different 
layout.)



Training, Qualifications, 
Advancement

Training: Do you need a formal training to work 
professionally? In ways you do and others you do 
not. It is not required to have formal training but it is 
advised. For example, taking art in drawing, painting or 
life drawing if that’s what you love. To be able to 
work in the actual field, you will need formal 
training in that field. For example, you must know how 
the industry works before you can produce the art 
they want. Training should be expected when applying 
for a job at a company (or being afford a job)



Qualifications: Becoming a storyboard artist does require 
having some qualifications. Though it may vary on what 
company you want to/will work at, there are general 
qualifications that all employers look for.  These types of 
qualifications would be:

● Experience in the field before hand (when trying to work 
for a more professional/wider company

● Art skills - a good ability to draw 
● Teamwork skills
● Talent

The list could go on for ages which would be unnecessary as 
they were already addressed in an earlier slide.

Education is certainly required. For example, digital arts 
programs which can teach students about the latest 
animation technologies and editing techniques, offering an 
adequate preparation for a career as a storyboard artist. 
Courses might include visual storytelling, color theory, 
character design, design theory and digital illustration.



Advancement: After being the storyboard industry for 
years and having experience, you can possibly move up 
the ladder, And by that i mean work for more 
professional companies and make more money. For 
example, imagine working at a small company for a few 
years and later getting a job at pixar. the salary would 
be a huge difference. The best way to advance in a 
profession is to just continue with it for many years 
and getting as much practice and experience as 
possible. that could even mean taking classes in 
college or possibly even starting in high school.



Professional 
Organizations

There are many professional organizations that are looking 
to hire experienced storyboard artists. Some of them are:

● Blizzard Entertainment: Blizzard entertainment is a 
professional company that produces popular game 
titles such as world of warcraft, starcraft, diablo, and 
other titles. Becoming a storyboard artist for the 
cinematics team is a career opportunity for storyboard 
artists who are interested in using their skills in the 
game field. 

● Pixar Animation Studios: This professional company 
would be another perfect example as a company to 
work for as a storyboard artist. Pixar has produced many 
animated movies and is a popular organization in our time.



Favorite/Famous Person
● Name: Peter Ramsey
● Birthday: Born in 1963
● He was a storyboard artist and production illustrator 

on 26 films including Predator 2, Backdraft, 
Independance Day, and Fight Club

● He also directed many other movies



My Interpretation

I chose this occupation because for a few years, I have been interested in storyboarding and 
wanted to learn and discover more about. My final impressions of this occupation have 
changed now that I fully understand this occupation with how it works and the all the 
specifics about the jobs. I still see it as an important job to making films and other media. I 
am impressed on the importance a storyboard artist has when making those film productions 
by professional organizations and studios. Researching this occupation more may have 
changed my mind in such a way where I would not want to become a storyboard artist, but 
also it has shown me a different perspective on the importance of this job and the amount of 
work and time put into it.
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